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Oxycodone Strengths and Dosages:
Understanding Different Options
Oxycodone is a prescription opioid medicine used in selected situations for the
management of severe pain when other treatment options are not adequate. It is available
in different formulations and strengths, and the exact strengths available depend on the
particular product.

Understanding oxycodone strengths can help patients read their medication information
more confidently. However, the strength printed on a package should never be used to
choose or change a personal dose. Treatment needs to be individualized according to the
patient's medical history, pain, previous opioid exposure, other medicines, and response to
treatment.
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Important: Oxycodone should only be used exactly as prescribed by a qualified

healthcare professional. Different strengths and formulations are not automatically

interchangeable.

Common Oxycodone Strengths
Oxycodone strengths vary according to the formulation. Commonly encountered tablet
strengths include the following. Availability can differ between products and markets.

5 mg
Available in certain

immediate-release

products

10 mg
Available in selected

formulations

15 mg
Available in selected

formulations

20 mg
Available in selected

formulations

30 mg
Available in selected

formulations

40 mg
Available in certain

extended-release

products

60 mg
Available in certain

extended-release

products

80 mg
Available in certain

extended-release

products

This list is provided for general educational purposes rather than as a dosing
recommendation. The available strengths can differ between immediate-release and
extended-release products.
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Immediate-Release and Extended-Release
Oxycodone

Feature Immediate-Release Extended-Release

Release of

medicine

Designed to release oxycodone

relatively quickly.

Designed to release oxycodone

over a longer period.

Use Used for appropriate pain

situations according to the

prescription.

Intended for selected patients

requiring longer-lasting opioid

analgesia.

Strength

availability

Strengths depend on the specific

product.

Some products are available in

higher strengths.

What Does the Strength Mean?
The milligram number identifies the amount of oxycodone contained in a particular dosage
unit. It does not indicate how much medication a person should take.

A higher strength is not necessarily a better choice for pain management. Opioid treatment
is individualized, and increasing exposure can also increase the likelihood of serious
adverse effects.

Do not self-adjust your medication. If your prescribed treatment does not adequately

control your pain, speak with your healthcare professional rather than taking additional

medication or changing to another strength.

Possible Side Effects
Oxycodone can cause several side effects. Some may be mild, while others can require
urgent medical attention.
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Drowsiness or unusual tiredness

Dizziness or light-headedness

Nausea or vomiting

Constipation

Confusion or reduced alertness

Low blood pressure

Slow or difficult breathing

Medication and Substance Interactions
Oxycodone can interact with other medicines and substances. Combining opioids with
alcohol, sedatives, or other central nervous system depressants can increase the risk of
excessive sedation and dangerous breathing problems.

Emergency warning: Extremely slow or stopped breathing, inability to wake, severe

sleepiness, or other signs of a possible opioid overdose require immediate emergency

medical attention.

Dependence and Misuse
Oxycodone can cause physical dependence and carries risks of misuse, addiction, and
overdose. These risks are important even when the medicine is being used for legitimate
medical treatment.

General safety reminders:

Use the medication only as prescribed.

Never share prescription oxycodone with another person.

Do not change the strength or frequency without medical advice.

Ask a pharmacist about possible medication interactions.

Keep prescription opioids securely stored.POWERED BY 
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Follow appropriate local instructions for unused medication.

When to Speak With a Healthcare Professional
Patients should speak with their healthcare professional if their pain is not adequately
controlled, side effects become troublesome, they have questions about their medication
strength, or they are considering changing or stopping treatment.

People who have been taking opioids regularly should not abruptly stop treatment without
professional guidance because physical dependence can result in withdrawal symptoms.

Choosing the Appropriate Strength
There is no universally appropriate oxycodone strength for everyone. Healthcare
professionals consider the patient's condition, previous analgesic experience, current
medicines, response to treatment, and potential risks before determining an appropriate
treatment plan.

For that reason, online descriptions of different strengths should be used for general
education only and should not replace individualized medical advice.

Final Thoughts
Oxycodone is available in multiple strengths and formulations, but the correct treatment
depends on the individual patient and the particular product. Understanding the difference
between strengths can improve medication awareness, while safe use requires following the
prescribed instructions and communicating with a qualified healthcare professional.

Medical disclaimer: This page is intended for general educational purposes only. It does not

provide individualized medical advice, diagnosis, or dosing instructions. Oxycodone is a

prescription opioid associated with serious risks, including respiratory depression, dependence,

misuse, addiction, and overdose. Consult a qualified healthcare professional or pharmacist for

advice specific to your treatment.
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